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Hej hej! An Interview with Study Abroad
Student Brayden Mott
By: Payton Liscomb, Olive Sanders, Maeve
Pelletier, and Addison Sawyer

Eagle Gazette staff interviewed former CDS
student and current Bapst junior Brayden Mott,
who spent this school year studying in Sweden
and living with a host family, with whom he gets
along well.

Q: What was it like moving from the small town
of Orrington to an entirely different country? Is
it a big city?
A: It’s a small city, the size of Portland, with
135,00 people.  I like it.

Q: What is the most fun thing to do in Sweden?
A: Take the train places.

Q: What is the food like in Sweden? What is
your favorite thing to eat there?  Do you miss
any food here in America?
A: The food is almost the same.  A lot less sugar
in things.  My favorite is chocolate  and dessert.
I miss pizza - I don’t like pineapple or banana
pizza.

Q: Was their culture hard to understand?  What
makes the teenagers in Sweden the same as or
different from American teenagers?

A: The music, media and fashion are different -
baggy, loose, fancy clothing.  They care about
the climate.

Q: Did you find it hard going from middle school
to high school, then to another country?
A: It didn’t change much.  Being away from
home.
Continued on next page.



Interview with Brayden Mott, continued

Q: What are you studying?
A: Social studies, PE, history, with the same
people all the time: Swedish, English, Japanese.

Q: How did you get to Sweden?
A: Down to Boston to fly to Germany, then
Sweden, then took the train.

Q: How many languages do you speak?
A:  French, Russian, Swedish, English.

Q: What’s it like to sleep over there?
A:  Same at home as there.  Winter is darker and
summer is lighter.

Q: What do you miss about Orrington?
A: Family and friends.

Q: Do you work in Sweden?
A: No.

Q: Why did you choose Sweden?
A: I had to choose Sweden because of Covid.
(Note: Other countries were locked down.)

Q: When are you coming home? And what do
you think will be the first things you will do
when you return?
A: July 5th.  Drive – I miss driving.



Bonus Interview!!!  All About Maine Studies

with Mrs. Stone

By Angela Fournier and Noelle Perkins

Gazette staff sat down with CDS Ed Tech Mrs.
Wendy Stone to talk about Maine Studies.
Please note that this interview took place
before last week’s Maine Studies trips and
photos are from previous trips

Q: What has changed over the years in Maine
Studies?
A: Some things have changed since I have been
director, but some things remain the same! For
example, we go to the same locations, but we
now do some different things there.

Q: How long have you been doing Maine
Studies?
A: This is my 7th year as the director of Maine
Studies. Before that, I went on several trips with
my own children as an adult chaperone. It’s a lot
different being the director!

Q: What is your least favorite part of Maine
Studies?
A: For planning, my least favorite part is making
the shopping list and I don’t really love the
shopping either, but I do it because it’s part of
the job. On the trip, my least favorite part is
when students aren’t nice to each other and I
have to get involved. Sometimes students don’t
think about how being mean will affect others
on the trip. 

Q: Have there been added or taken away rules?
A: The basic rules have really stayed the same.
They all revolve around being safe, respectful,
and responsible.

Q: What is your favorite part of Maine Studies?
A: My favorite part of Maine Studies is when
students leave the campfire and start the long
process of getting to bed. I love to hear them
chatting, hanging out, and just having fun! Oh
and the hiking, I love the hiking! 

Q: Have you had meal options change over the
years?
A: Yes, we have completely taken chicken off the
menu because we always worry about it not
getting fully cooked on the campfire or propane
stoves. But we still have our campfire s'mores!

Q: Have more or less kids helped cook over the
years?
A: The answer is probably more. 6th graders
aren’t required to cook, but they can help if
they want. 7th graders are becoming more
independent, so they help more, but adults are
Continued on next page.



Maine Studies, continued

involved as well. As for the 8th graders, we like
them to be more independent with their meal,
cooking their own food with the adults there to
help if they need it, but not actually doing the
cooking. 

Q: How many students have you sent home for
bad behavior?
A: Oh, that’s a good question! I personally have
not sent students home for bad behavior;
however, I do know it has been done in the past.
I have, however, had to have students stay with
an adult for the remainder of a trip because of
poor choices. Basically they become our
shadows because they have lost our trust for
whatever reason! But it does not happen often!

Q:  Do you enjoy camping on Maine Studies
trips?
A: YES! I love it, and love sharing it with
students, that’s why I consider myself the
luckiest person at Center Drive School! 

Q: Has the bus broken down before on a Maine
Studies Trip?
A: No, the bus has never broken down on a
Maine Studies trip that I have been on…but
that would really stink! We would have to hike a
long ways if that happened!



Spring Sports Wrap Up

It was a busy spring for girls’ softball, boys’ baseball, and track and field.  The girls’ softball team was

undefeated, and also hosted a breast cancer awareness and fundraiser game against Brewer on May 21.

The track team posted many personal bests at the end-of-season Almquist meet.  Finally, the boys’

baseball team got a new coach this year, CDS alum Connor Young.

Spring Sports Wrap Up, Continued
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Wishing Everyone a Wonderful Summer Vacation!

The Eagle Gazette will be back in the fall for our 4th year!

By Olivia Graves



Orrington Public Library Corner….
by Ms. Brooks, Librarian

SUMMER IS HERE!!
We have enjoyed having our Newspaper Club back this past year, in person and
working on our newspaper, the Eagle Gazette. I look forward to seeing all of you in the
fall and what you come up with for our next newspaper articles. Oh, and of course our
many pizza parties.

This summer we are open Monday thru Friday 10-4 and Thursday nights 5-7. We will
have lots of fun during Old Home Week, with book sales, photos contests, Story Walk,
crafts, and, new this year, we are sponsoring “decorate a paddle.” Check out our
Facebook page for all the information.

Also in the summer we will host a summer reading challenge and offer prizes for all
ages. We hope you will join us.

OVERDUE ITEMS: We want to remind everyone to please return your books. We do
not have late fees but we can charge you for an item that is not returned. We are
currently doing inventory, when it’s complete we will be reaching out to all patrons (of
all ages) if they still have overdue items on their account. So please check your
bookshelves, under your sofa, etc. THANK YOU!!!

Community Cupboard: We continue to offer non-perishable food and toiletries items
for Orrington neighbors who need them. You can come on inside the library anytime we
are open and help yourself. We also take donations for items as well.


